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What do Elon Musk’s $44 billion acquisition of Twitter in October 2022,
Tucker Carlson’s stellar success as an independent journalist since June
2023, Javier Milei’s rise as a libertarian firebrand elected president of
Argentina last November, the layoff of 20,000 journalists in the US media
sector in 2023, and Claudine Gay’s resignation as Harvard’s president in
January amid social media-led plagiarism accusations have all in
common? These cracks signal an ongoing tectonic shift in the bedrock of
Western culture and politics. They parallel the early upheavals of the
Protestant Reformation centuries ago, which ultimately toppled the
medieval Catholic Church’s spiritual dominance.
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Much like in the sixteenth-century Reformation, new ideas and information
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networks are today challenging established norms and institutions. These
developments, heralding a new age of both cultural conflicts and renewed
capitalism, parallel the profound changes brought about during the
Reformation. They signal the beginning of what could be termed a
"Second Reformation," whose importance and implications are crucial for
the future.

Historically, the Catholic Church had monopolized scripture interpretation,
profoundly influencing medieval norms and beliefs as a result. The printing
press's development in the fifteenth century was to disrupt this control
and significantly undermine Catholic authority. Indeed, a few decades
later, it facilitated the spread of dissenting biblical interpretations across
Europe by figures like Martin Luther, enabling the promotion of individual
thought. Similarly, the Internet's decentralized structure today challenges
traditional arbiters of truth, including legacy media and state-funded
academia.

The Internet and social media undermine the control institutions and
states have over information and knowledge. Over the last two centuries,
the modern Western state has increasingly dominated information media
and scientific research, particularly in the social and political sciences.

The shift from centralized to decentralized information mirrors the
Reformation's transformative impact. As the printing press fostered
individual thinking and challenged established authorities centuries ago,
platforms like Twitter today signal a new era of individual thinking and
contestation of traditional authority.

In the early sixteenth century, the surge in books printed in Germany,
predominantly supporting the Reformation, demonstrated this shift.
Martin Luther's works, becoming continental blockbusters, crossed
borders and languages, igniting a widespread movement. Erasmus in 1521
marveled at Luther's influence as the Reformation gained momentum
through decentralized knowledge access.

The Catholic Church's inability to suppress the burgeoning array of



challenging texts reflects the current struggle of mainstream media and
academia—today's intellectual authority bastions aligned with the state—
to maintain discourse control amid the Internet's decentralized
information flow. Like the printing press before it, the Internet serves as an
empowerment tool, challenging longstanding institutional dominance.

Modern academia mirrors the early sixteenth-century worldly medieval
clergy in both functions and flaws, deviating from principled pursuits to
follow secular patrons. Even though Martin Luther criticized universities as
“dens of murderers” and “synagogues of corruption” and concluded that
these institutions were “only worthy of being reduced to dust”, they
eventually rose as the primary beneficiaries of the Catholic Church's
diminished role in knowledge production, thanks to their close ties with
the state and its subsidies. Fast-forward to today, academia stands now
accused of forsaking an unbiased quest for truth in favor of serving state
interests.

Despite Anglo-American academia's historical leaning towards a free
enterprise model, distinct from its continental European peers, it has
recently increasingly depended on government funding and regulatory
frameworks. This reliance has reshaped academic roles, prioritizing, like in
Europe, public careers, institutional representation, and international
cultural diplomacy over research prowess.

The peer review system, initially aimed at bolstering research quality, has
expanded alongside government funding since the 1970s. This expansion
has amplified the influence of the most significant donors and fostered
conformism. As government funding increasingly dominates scientific
research resources, the prevalent peer review practices have led to a
scientific landscape echoing statism. This melding of state influence and
academic compliance echoes Julien Benda's concept of the treason of
the intellectuals, a notion recently revisited by Niall Ferguson, where the
pursuit of truth is compromised by political agendas.

Ideological conformity controls academic advancement. The academic
incentive structure favors hypotheses that call for increased regulation



and expanded administrative power. Government-driven questions lead to
predetermined conclusions, generally advocating for expanded state
intervention.

State funding and the conformist effect of peer review have led to an
academic emphasis on a conflict-centric view of society, which serves to
justify the need for state intervention. This perspective posits society is
filled with zero-sum games based on class, ethnicity, gender, or species
conflicts, suggesting that only state-driven structural changes can resolve
these issues. This promotion of a conflict-driven view by academia has
significant implications for policy-making and public discourse, reinforcing
the idea that societal progress is unachievable without transferring more
power to the state.

Today's academia is confronted with challenges that mirror those faced
by the Catholic Church during the Reformation. A significant concern has
been the rise in plagiarism among tenured professors, whose relevance
extends beyond mere academic misconduct. This trend signals a deeper
issue, where plagiarism serves as a mechanism for signaling ideological
conformity. Plagiarized segments often reveal a pattern of echoing
ideologically driven arguments, reminiscent of the intellectual psittacism in
the late medieval Catholic Church.

In the era of the Internet, we are witnessing a shift in informational power
from established institutions to a more decentralized, peer-to-peer
knowledge economy. Academia, traditionally a leading source of
knowledge, now competes in an increasingly diverse marketplace.

Government funding has supported a form of polite but hollow
scholasticism, which is becoming less effective in addressing the rise of
new, divergent views. Similar to how access to scriptures fostered
religious individualism during the Reformation, the Internet's facilitation of
information access is breaking down the consensus that has stifled the
understanding of social and political problems. Just as the First
Reformation unveiled corruption and scientific inaccuracies within the
Church, this Second Reformation is challenging academic conformity,



scientific misrepresentations, and the overarching benefits of state
intervention.

This new reformation confronts a quasi-state religion that has been
consolidating within Western culture for over two centuries. The shift is
vividly embodied by the election of libertarian Javier Milei in Argentina,
marking a significant moment in the ascendancy of movements opposed
to traditional state-centric ideologies.

In the broader tapestry of economic history, Max Weber highlighted the
Protestant Reformation's role in fostering individual conscience and
entrepreneurship, which contributed to the expansion of capitalism in
Northern Europe and North America. The coming era, marked by the
decentralization of information and knowledge, could similarly herald a
renewed form of capitalism.

Countries that suppress Internet-facilitated scrutiny through censorship
will likely fall behind, as innovation tends to migrate to regions with more
freedom. In contrast, environments that promote free inquiry, adaptability,
and open communication are likely to experience a surge in development.

Historically, nations like the Netherlands, England, Germany, and the
United States prospered by embracing the changes initiated by the First
Reformation, leading to their economic dominance. Conversely, regions
that resisted these shifts, such as Mediterranean countries in the
seventeenth century, found themselves at a disadvantage. This pattern
suggests that embracing the principles of the Second Reformation could
set the stage for leadership in the evolving global landscape.

The emergence of the Scientific Revolution and modern capitalism from
Europe's Reformation era offers a parallel: societies that adapt to and
champion the current shifts towards a free-market-based knowledge
economy may secure considerable economic and political benefits in the
coming century. What some may dismiss as heretical visions today could
be the foundation of future wealth creation and innovation tomorrow.



In this transformative era, reminiscent of the Reformation, we find
ourselves at a crucial juncture. The rise of the Internet is challenging
traditional authorities and decentralizing access to information and
knowledge, in a peer-to-peer economy. Similar to how the Reformation
reshaped Europe, this digital revolution is poised to redefine the economic
and political landscapes of Western countries. Nations that embrace this
shift are likely to lead in the coming century, whereas those resisting it
might fall behind. This critical moment necessitates a reassessment of our
perspectives on knowledge, authority, and progress, mirroring historic
transitions that have molded our civilization. Today, culturally dominant
authorities are anxious as curious minds connect. The Second
Reformation has only just begun.


