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While France grapples with social and ethnic tensions of a magnitude
unprecedented in its modern history, the primary political response has
been to advocate for an enhanced role for the state. However, this
reflexive reliance on statism is precisely what has steered the country into
its current deadlock.
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Since the late 1960s, the French state has established an extensive array
of social policies aimed at addressing inequalities and averting conflicts
presumed to be intrinsic to French society. Regrettably, these policies
have not only failed to curb the escalation of tensions but have also
significantly contributed to their increase.

The substantial increases in France's minimum wage, starting in June
1968 and continuing in the subsequent fourteen years, had significant
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effects on the employability of young immigrants or descendants of
immigrants in the legal labour market. From the 1970s, the elevated
minimum wage made hiring these individuals expensive for employers,
leading to a shift of these youths into the shadow economy and its
associated illicit activities.

As they aged, young people from these communities who eventually
found employment benefited from government-subsidised contracts,
supported by billions in social contributions reductions. This approach
was designed to counter the risk of widespread unemployment — a direct
fallout from the high minimum wage level.

At the same time, during the 1960s, mass housing policies designed to
benefit immigrants created a strong incentive for new arrivals, particularly
from North Africa, to settle and remain in France. From the 1970s
onwards, the state found itself ensnared by these policies, facing the
impracticality of conducting mass evictions amidst widespread rent
strikes in social housing.

Compounding the issue, the state inadvertently fostered illegal activities
and violence by channelling funds into vulnerable neighbourhoods. These
funds, distributed through various allocations and social programmes
such as sports facilities, youth centres, and priority education initiatives,
amounted to billions of francs, later euros. In essence, the more chaos and
violence a neighbourhood exhibited, the greater the subsidies it received
from the state.

In these circumstances, it is hardly surprising that delinquency and violent
behaviour have become entrenched in communities that, for decades,
have not thrived on voluntary commercial exchanges, but rather on illegal
trade and the manipulation of state subsidies.

Indeed, some may argue that the state has significantly failed in its social
policies. However, with the rising concern over insecurity, should the state
not intervene now decisively? Here too, the outcomes of the past few
decades warrant a cautious approach. Even in matters of security, the



state has not succeeded in ensuring robust protection of individuals and
property and has at times exacerbated the situation.

In the 1970s, the government initiated a policy focused on restricting
immigration. This policy emerged despite the inevitable revolutions in
global transport and communication, not to mention the incentives
generated by social policies themselves. Primarily, this restrictive
approach has led to an increase in the number of undocumented
migrants.

These individuals, having often exhausted their savings to pay criminal
networks for their illicit journey, ended up in debt and sometimes coerced
into criminal activities by these networks. In response, the government
periodically regularised undocumented immigrants, aiming to integrate
them and steer them away from marginalisation and criminality. However,
this approach paradoxically solidified a pattern of irregular immigration.

In contrast to crime exacerbated by public policies, it is important to
acknowledge that most security services are delivered by private entities
through anti-intrusion systems, surveillance firms, and personal defence
tools. This serves as substantial evidence that the free market frequently
outperforms the state in addressing these specific needs.

These insights culminate in a definitive conclusion: state policies in recent
years have been unsuccessful in mitigating social and ethnic tensions, as
well as insecurity. Instead of diminishing inequalities, these policies have
inadvertently intensified the cycle of violence in communities by indirectly
promoting delinquent activities.

France must urgently learn from the failures of current policies and break
away from the illusion of state control. This requires, ultimately, a
departure from ineffective and counterproductive migration policies. More
immediately, however, it necessitates an end to the excessive regulations,
benefits, and social programmes that, under the pretence of social justice,
have led to exclusion and the misappropriation of public funds.



A paradigm shift is essential, moving from state intervention to a free-
market approach, to re-establish positive incentives for individual
responsibility and strengthen the fabric of society. This shift is the key to
restoring France's cohesion, stability, and prosperity.



