From Crisis to Opportunity: A New
Vision for the EU's Immigration
Policy

Recent pushbacks in the Aegean Sea unveil the
need for radical policy revisions in the European
Union.
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Recently, alarming incidents involving the Greek Navy and asylum seekers
have underlined the European Union's struggle to manage its borders
sustainably. Videos reveal the Greek coastguard forcibly pushing back
asylum seekers towards Turkey, while, in another incident, a group of
asylum seekers were found dead on a Greek island after their boat
capsized. These problems are indicative of a system at odds with the EU's
principles of fairness, dignity, and freedom.

These actions violate humanitarian principles, international law, and EU
regulations, particularly the 1951 Refugee Convention's non-refoulement
principle and the EU Charter of Fundamental Rights' guarantee of asylum.
The Greek Navy's actions, already condemned by the European Court of
Human Rights, display troubling disregard for these mandates.

The consequences of these pushbacks are severe. Asylum seekers, often
fleeing from war, persecution, or poverty, embark on dangerous journeys
for a chance at a better life in Europe. These pushbacks not only shatter
their hopes but also endanger their lives and create further tension
between the EU and other regional organisations, particularly in Africa.
This situation calls for a rethink of the EU's immigration policy.

As the deep foundation of the present predicament lays bare an
uncomfortable truth: stringent regulation of immigration within the EU,
encompassing rigid controls on access to the labour market and housing,


https://substack.com/@emmanuelcomte

has forced the EU's immigration policies into a corner of restrictiveness.
Paradoxically, it is indeed this very over-regulation in EU countries that has
made it challenging for migrants to assimilate. The very social safeguards
intended to ensure fair wages and decent living conditions often act as
practical barriers, making it harder for migrants to secure employment or
find a home. This can result in social alienation, poverty, and crime, which
in turn further fuel restrictive immigration policies. This strategy not only
erodes the EU's commitment to human rights, as recent incidents have
amply demonstrated, but also stifles the potential economic contributions
of immigrants.

We must confront and disrupt this restrictive cycle. It's time to recognise
the rights of migrants to move freely, seek employment, and secure
housing according to their own needs and preferences. This isn't a call to
usher in chaos, but a plea for sanity. Forcing immigrants into a rigid
framework of integration, one dictated by public authorities, does a
disservice to the dynamism and resilience that immigrants can infuse into
their new communities. Allow them to negotiate their wages, permit them
to choose their housing. This isn't a shirking of responsibility; rather, it's
an affirmation of personal agency. To mitigate potential short-term
disruptions, the transition could be executed gradually and in concert with
other OECD countries. This would ensure that the bloc opening up would
be large enough to mitigate potential tensions within any single nation.

Regarding migrants' inclusion in public welfare, we should allow them
access to insurance schemes based on their contributions, while
excluding them from assistance schemes and requiring them to
demonstrate they have a reasonable amount of savings. Instead of paying
smugglers, their funds could serve as evidence that they possess
sufficient resources and would not be a burden on the welfare systems of
their destination countries. This model has worked within the EU for
decades, despite frequent enlargements to less affluent countries with
high emigration potential. Giving migrants the freedom to work is also the
best assurance that they will not become a drain on the welfare systems
of their host countries.



In sum, the Greek Navy's forceful repulsion of asylum seekers casts a
harsh light on the European Union's failure to manage its external borders
in @a manner that is both sustainable and humane. It is a reminder of the
chasm between the EU's proclaimed commitment to human rights and the
reality experienced by those seeking shelter within its borders.

The European Union must radically shift its approach towards migration.
Instead of further tightening regulations, it should encourage its member
states to cease disrupting the natural integration paths of migrants. This is
not just the most humane strategy for managing migration — it's the most
viable. Implementing this approach would put an end to the recurring
human rights violations spotlighted at the EU's external borders. This
strategy would uphold international law, respect the rights and dignity of
migrants, and fully acknowledge the potential economic advantages of
immigration.

The present crisis offers an opportune moment to critically examine and

realign the EU's immigration policies with its foundational principles. This
is not merely about the individuals knocking at the EU's doors; it's about
defining the very essence of the EU itself.



