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A century on from the signing of the Treaty of Lausanne, on 24 July 1923, a pivotal moment 
in European history, we consider its enduring impact, its changing relevancy in our age of 
European integration, and most crucially, its implications on Greek-Turkish relations. 
 
Conceived in the tumult of the Ottoman Empire’s disintegration in 1923, the Treaty of 
Lausanne was a beacon of resolution for Greek-Turkish conflicts. It accomplished this by 
organising population exchanges and territorial transfers, which in turn fortified the notion of 
homogeneous nation-states – a concept increasingly at odds with the intricacies of today’s 
Europe. 
 
In the evolving form of international relations since then, the formation of the European Union 
represented a significant turning point. It birthed a continental synergy, tied by mutual 
economic interdependencies, and celebrated the free migration of people across borders. The 
stage was set for a unified Europe, superseding the division of the past. 
 
The transformational power of this shift is starkly observed in the French-German relation. 
Here were two nations, historically mired in rivalry and territorial angst, which culminated in 
the outburst of two World Wars. However, the inception of the European Union heralded a new 
era; bitter rivalries gave way to economic collaboration, and cross-border movement was no 
longer a point of contention, but a new normal. 
 
The European model of integration has proven its mettle in practicality. It has stimulated 
stability and preserved territorial integrity while accommodating population movement. 
Integration policies have further safeguarded peace by discouraging territorial acquisitions, 
thereby underpinning the remarkable success of freedom of movement, even in historically 
tense border regions. 
 
It thus sparks a crucial question: can this paradigm of European integration redefine Greek-
Turkish relations in the twenty-first century? Greece and Turkey, both steeped in a legacy of 
military tensions and territorial disagreements, stand at the precipice of a potential new epoch. 
Economic convergence between the two nations bodes well for managed migration in the event 
of Turkey’s accession to the EU free movement regime. 
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However, the road to integration is not without hurdles. Deep-rooted geopolitical animosities, 
compounded by significant population disparity, present a series of challenges to surmount. 
Yet, hope persists. The European integration model has repeatedly showcased its capacity to 
mollify historically antagonistic relationships. Further, a slow, gradual, and multilateral 
approach to migration management, with key EU nations, could provide critical support for 
this transition. 
 
In this context, the role of significant immigration nations, particularly Germany, could be 
invaluable. Mirroring its transformational role in the French-German dynamic, Germany’s 
influence would be crucial in smoothing the path for Greek-Turkish relations in the event of 
Turkey’s accession to the EU free movement regime. It should receive the majority of the 
additional migrants this accession will create. 
 
The Treaty of Lausanne was an essential answer to a long-standing conflict, crafted from the 
fabric of its era. Yet, as Europe evolves and integrates rapidly, we should reconsider its legacy 
and explore new approaches to cooperation and conflict resolution. 
 
The centennial of the Treaty of Lausanne beckons us to not only salute historical milestones 
but also to envision future possibilities. Should we hold steadfast to a model of separation or 
embrace the potential of a unified, interdependent future? The European integration model, 
despite its inherent challenges, heralds a promising future of a more harmonious Greek-Turkish 
relationship in the twenty-first century. 
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